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Welcome and thank you for joining in the celebration of FLOMA’s 43rd Annual 
State Tournament! We are thrilled to have you here with us today to celebrate the 
creativity, teamwork, and problem-solving skills of our talented teams. It has been an 
exciting journey, and today marks a significant milestone in their Odyssey of the 
Mind adventure.

As you make your way through the event, take the time to visit the various prob-
lem-solving sites and watch the incredible solutions these teams have developed. 
Whether you’re cheering on a team from your region or discovering a new team to 
support, this day is all about collaboration, creativity, and fun. Every team here 
today has worked incredibly hard, and regardless of the outcome, they are all 
champions.

I hope you have a chance to enjoy Phil Fest and meet Phil the Flamingo! It’s a great 
way to take a break, have fun, and connect with other participants.

We’d like to give a special thank you to the coaches, parents, and volunteers who 
have helped make this event possible. Their dedication and support have been 
crucial in ensuring that all of our teams have the opportunity to compete and show-
case their creative solutions.

As part of today’s festivities, we are hosting a Silent Auction. The funds raised will 
help keep registration costs affordable and ensure a great experience for future 
tournaments. If you were a lucky winner, make sure to look for Melinda Gerding to 
pick up your loot!

Also, remember to take advantage of the discounts from local businesses and attrac-
tions for Odyssey of the Mind participants. Discount coupon books are available at 
registration/information tables (while supplies last).

Thank you again for being a part of FLOMA and celebrating the spirit of creativity 
and problem-solving. We’re excited to see all of the innovative ideas and solutions 
throughout the day. Best of luck to all the teams and enjoy the tournament!

Anna Long
FLOMA Association Director





Odyssey of the Mind
World Finals

Michigan State University
May 21-24, 2025
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World Qualifying Teams Mandatory Coaches Meeting
Immediately Following The Awards Ceremony In W414AB

(Returning Coaches) and W414CD (New Coaches)







The RANATRA FUSCA CREATIVITY AWARD represents
the essence of Odyssey of the Mind. It is presented to teams

or individuals who exhibit exceptional creativity, either through
some aspect of their problem solution or an extraordinary idea

beyond the problem solution. A successful problem solution is not
 a criterion for winning the award; rather, the award is a way to 

acknowledge and encourage creative thinking and risk-taking.

OMER’S AWARD is named for the Odyssey of the Mind
raccoon mascot, OMER, in recognition of individuals or 
teams who demonstrate outstanding sportsmanship, exemplary 
behavior, or exceptional talent. Recipients of this award may be 
coaches, team members, parents, officials or anyone else that 
tournament officials or directors feel exhibit these traits. This 
award is not intended to reward creativity. Anyone may 
inform a tournament official of a possible OMER’s Award candidate. That 
official will then determine if that person should be nominated. All nomi-
nees are reviewed by a panel that determines the final recipients. 





THANK YOU TO OUR
GENEROUS SPONSORS!

THANK YOU TO

FOR HOSTING PHIL FEST






